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| ORIGINAL ANECDOTES | 
OF THE pk 


REF. voh& BERRIDGE, | 


AUTHOR OF THE austeto LatrERL.. x 


PHE 1 "7 Rev. John Pen was 
born in 1716; in the fifteenth year * 
of his age he was convinced of the 
ſinfulneſs of fin, and the neceſſity of 
being born again, not of the will of 
man nor of the will of fleſh, but or So 
God. 23 
He was fent to the univerſity at 
Cambridge in the nineteenth year of 
his age, and in the year 1749 began 
his miniſtry at Stapleford near Cam- 
bridge; where he preached for ſeve- 


ral years with. zeal and faithfulneſs, - 
| X Ix = 


ORIGINAL. ANECDOTES J 

- 2G TE. 
Nr. FOHN BERRIDGE, 
| AUTHOR er went etna 


PHE lite Rev. John Berridge wat 
born in 1716; in the fifteenth year 
of his age he was convinced of the 
ſinfulneſs of fin, and the neceflity of 
being born again, not of the will of 
man nor of the will of fleſh, but of 
God. 
He was fent to the univerſity at 
Cambridge in the nineteenth year of 
his age, and in the year 1749 began 
his miniſtry at Stapleford near Cam- 
bridge; where he preached for ſeve- 
ral years with zeal and faithfulneſs, 
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but with little ſucceſs. In 1755 he 
was admitted to the yicarage of Ever- 


ton in Bedfordſhire, where he conti- 


nued till his death. 


From his own memorandums 
found among his papers ſince his 


Aeccaſe, it appears he was a ſtranger 


to that faith which purifies the heart, 
works by love, and makes Chriſt all 


1 in all to the believing ſoul, till the 
| year 1757; and therefore went about 


preaching up the righteouſneſs of the 


creature, inſtead of the merits and 


righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt alone, for 


. acceptance with God “. 


In the following year it pleaſed the 


| Lord of his infinite mercy to open 
the eyes of his mind, to fee his error, 


and make him to cry out, © Lord, if 


I am right, keep me ſo; 1 if I am 
| NOts make me ic Yes 


* This made it no 3 that his miniſtrations 


were no more bleſt to che ſouls of others nor his 


Fr 
* 


A few 
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— 
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A few days after this, his earneſt | 
and conſtant prayer was granted ; he 
was led by the bleſſed Spirit to ac- 
knowledge the inſufficiency of good 
works to merit the divine favour, and 

_ accordingly renounced them“; he 
was taught the neceſſity of believing | 
in the dear Redeemer alone for life 
and falvation, and joyfully received 
and depended on him, as the only 
Saviour from the wrath to come; 


agreeable to the declaration of an in- 


ſpired apoſtle, Acts, 1 iv. 12. Neither 
1s ſalvation in any other ; for there it 
none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we my ft be 
Javed. | 6 

From. this time he truly found his 
preaching vas not in vain in the Lord; 
for he had many bright and emineat 1 
ſeals added to his miniſtry, which 
were his joy in life, and ſhall doubt- 
leſs be his crown of rejoicing when J 


In point af dependance, as anywiſe mentor: 
ous in the ſight of God. 


'$ - ANECDOTES or ; 
time ſhall be no more. Among theſe 


1 


was the Rev. Mr. Hicks, a clergyman 
of Wreſtlingworth, about four miles 
from Everton, who became a very 
uſeful man, and often accompanied 


Him m his itinerant labours from 


place to place . 


A few years before the Rev. Mr. 
Whitfield died, Mr. B. came to 


_ at the tabernacle in Moor- 


elds, and continued to do fo annu- 
ally till 17933 he intended to have 
come the beginning of that year, and 


was expected by his numerous friends, 


both at Moorfields and at Tottenham- 
court; but they were mournfully diſ- 
appointed, by receiving the melan- 
choly tidings of his deceaſe ; on the 
aoth of January he came down into 


A few months after Mr. B. was called out of 
(what may not improperly be ſtyled) Arminiandark- 


_ neſs, into the Calviniſlic light of theGoſpel, he ſaw it 


his duty to itinerate, or to extend the ſphere of his 
uſefulneſs by becoming a travelling preacher ; em- 
boldened by the ſucceſs the late Rev. G. Whitheld 


and his lay rogers met Wer in Wr 3 itinerant la- 


n. "> 


3 
8 1 
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his parlour as uſual, but through in⸗ 
creaſing weakneſs and debility, with 1 
great difficulty reached his chamber 
in the evening. Some little time after 
he went to bed, he appeared to be 
ſtruck with death; his face was con- 
tracted ; his ſpeech faultered; and in 
this fituation he continued till about 
> | three o'clock on Tueſday morning, 
- | when he calmly entered into the joy 
of his Lord in the ſeventy-ſixth year 
of his age. 
1 - On the following ſabbath his re- 
» mains were interred in his own pa- 
rich church yard, attended by weep- 
ing thouſands, who truly loved 
him Ang, and ſincerely mourn his 
2 © loſs *. The Rev. Mr. Simeon, a pious 
clergyman of Cambridge, preached : 
his funeral ſermon from the 2 Timo- ! 


' © * Though the deaths of ſuch eminent miniſters 


s of Chriſt muſt be an almoſt irreparable loſs to their 


various flocks on earth, it muſt be their own un- 
ſpeakable and eternal gain, agreeable to the apoſtle. 
Paul's declaration, in be 1ſt of Philippians, XX1. 23. 
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thy, iv. 7. 8. to a very numerous and 
deeply- affected congregation. 

May the great Lord of the harveſt, 
_ while he ſees fit to remove ſuch bri ght 
and ſhining lights in the church, end | 
forth more ſuch faithful labourers into 
the harveſt; for the harveſt is truly 
great, but ſuch faithful and eminent 
labourers are but few, 


G. W. 


A8 it may gratify many readers to 
peruſe the inſcription as it appears on 
Mr. Berridge's tomb- ſtone, the Editor 
has obtained and inferted a copy of 


it, as a faithful g bene of Mr. B---'s 
life and death. 


1 © ku 


1 And an itinerant Servant of JESUS CHRIST. Fo 


2 £5697, 


AN EPITAPH 
INSCRIBED ON THE TOMB- LOTS” 


OF THE / 


REV. JOHN BERRIDGE, 


LATE 


VICAR OF dari, IN X BEDFORDSHIRE. 


Here * 
The earthly Remains of 
JOHN BERRIDGE, 
Late Vicarof Everton, 8 5 


Who loved his Maſter and his Work; : 
And, after running on his Errands many Years, 
was caught up to wait on him above, 


Reader! 
Art thou born again? 
No Salvation without a new Birth. 

I was born in Sin, February 177163 
Remained ignorant of my fallen State till 1739 
Lived proudly on Faith and Works for Salva- 

tion till 17545 

Admitted to Everton Vicarage 175 50 3 
Fled to Ixsus alone for Refuge 1786. 
Fell alicep 4 in CHRIST January 22d, 1703. = 


d+ 


. Everton, the church was filled from 
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AN INTERVIEW 


wITH THE 


LATE REV. MR. BERRIDGE. 
[ SeleFFed from the Evangell cal M. agazine.] 


ABOUT two years ago a friend of 
mine wiſhing to enjoy an hour or 
two of Mr. B.'s company, rode over 


to Everton for that purpoſe. . He was 


introduced by a diſſenting miniſter in 
the neighbourhood, with whom Mr. 
B. lived upon terms of friendſhip. 


When ſeated, my friend requeſted 


Mr. B., if agreeable, to favour them 


with a few outlines of his life. The 
venerable old man began, and related 


ſeveral things, as narrated in the firſt 
number of the Evangelical Magazine. 


| But as ſome are there unnoticed, I 


have ſelected the following, which 1 


1 think will not be unintereſtin g to your 
readers. 


= Soon” after I beg gan,“ aid he, 
* to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt at 


MR. BERRI DGE. 11 
the villages around us, and the neighh- 
bouring clergy felt themſelves hurt at 
their churches being deſerted. The 
ſquire of my own pariſh, top, was 


much offended. He did not like to 4 


ſee ſo many ſtrangers, and be ſo in- 
commoded. Between them both it 
was reſolved, if poſſible, to turn me 
out of my living. For this purpoſe, 
© they complained of me to the biſhop. 
of the dioceſe, that I had preached out 
of my own pariſh. I was ſoon after 
(ent for by the biſhop ; I did not much 
1 like my errand, but I went. . 
1 „ When I arrived, the biſhop ac- 
e coſted me in a very abrupt manner: 
Well, Berridge, they tell me you 


90 about preaching out of your'own . þ 


pariſh, Did I inſtitute you to the 
I Wlivings of A y,.or E n, or. 
1 P n?— No, my lordy faid I, 


IC neither 70 1 dal any of theſe ins Y 


ings; ; the clergymen enjoy them un- 
e, I diſturbed by me.'—* Well, but you 


80 mg preach there, which you have 1 


| + than live at my liberty without one. 
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no right to do. It is true, my lord} 
I was one day at En, and there 
were a few poor people aſſembled to. 
gether, and I admoniſhed them to req 
pent of their ſins, and to believe in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for the ſalvation 
of their ſouls; and I remember ſeeing] 
five or fix clergymen that day, my 
lord, all out of their own pariſhes, | 
upon E-——n bowling-green.'—-| 
_* Poh! faid his lordſhip, -* I tellf 
you, you have no right to preach out] 
of your own pariſh ; and, if you do 
not deſiſt from it, you will very likely 
be ſent to Huntingdon gaol. — As 
to that, my lord,” ſaid I, I have no 
greater liking to Huntingdon gaolÞ 
than other people; but I had rather 
go thither with a good conſcience, Þ 


Here his lordſhip looked very hard 


ame, and very gravely affured me, 
chat I was beſide myſelf, andth at in 


— 
23 4 
cod Ng an nn. reg ** _ ” R 
* \ * 
— 7 


| | _ a few months time I ſhould either be 
0 Hotter or wanke. — $, 2 ard. 1; 


— — tne ate afar 


continually teazed with the complaints 
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amy lord, you may+ make yourſelf 


quite happy in this buſineſs ; for if 1 
ſhould be better, you ſuppoſe I ſhall Þ 


in deſiſt from this practice of my own | 


accord; and, if worſe, you need not 
ſend me to Huntingdon gaol, as 1 
ſhall be provided with an accommo- 


I dation in Bedlam.” 


His lordſhip now chang ged his x 
mode of attack. Inſtead of — 1 
ing, he began to entreat: © Berridge, 
ſaid he, you know I have been your 
friend, and I wiſh to be fo ſtill. I am 


of the clergymen around you. Only 
aſſure me that you will keep to your 
own pariſh; you may do as you pleaſe 


there. I have but little time to live; 


do not bring down my grey hairs with * 
—_— to the grave. = 
At this inſtant, two n 1 


were announced, who defied nf peak 
With his lordſhip, HBerridge, aid 41 


he, go to your inn, and come again I 
at ſuch an hour, and dine * 2 | 


— 
8 — rote 
ET v 


with great reſpect. The two gentle- 
men alſo dined with us. I found 
| they had been informed who I was, 
|| as they ſometimes caſt their eyes to- 
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I went, and on entering a private 
room, fell immediately upon my 
knees. I could bear threatening, but 
knew not how to withſtand entreaty ; 
eſpecially the entreaty of a reſpectable 
old man. At the appointed time I 
returned. At dinner, I was treated 


wards me in ſome ſuch manner as one 
would glance at a monſter. After 
dinner, his lordſhip took me into the 
garden. Well, Berridge, ſaid he, 


have you conſidered of my requeſt ? Þ 
— L haye, my lord,” ſaid I, and 


have been upon my knees concerning 
it.—“ Well, and will you promiſe 


me, that you will brech. no more 


out of your own pariſh ?— It would 
afford me great pleaſure,” ſaid I, to 
comply with your lordſhip's requeſt, 


if Icould do it with a good conſcience. | 
1 am — the Lord has bleſſed 


wh ; 


ca HA 2 ÞD 


MR. BERRIDGE: © 15 
my labours of this kind, and I dare 


not defiſt.'— A good conſcience! 
did his lordſhip, © do you not know. 
it that it is contrary to the canons of the 
3 0 church ?— There is one canon, my 
© Of lord,” I replied, * which faith, Go. 
I preach the Goſpel to EVERY CREA 
drunk. But why ſhould you wiſh 
to interfere with the charge of other 
d men? One man cannot preach the. 
2 | Goſpel to all men. If they would JF 
- BE preach the Goſpel themſelves, ſaid I, 
© Bl © there would be no need for my 


preaching it to their people; but as 
Ee i they do not, I cannot deſiſt,” His 
© WE lordſhip then parted with me with 
ſome diſpleaſure. I returned home, 
not knowing what would befal me; 
S I but thankful to God that I had pre- 
ſerved a conſcience void of offence. 


I took no meaſures for my own. Þ 


preſervation, but Divine Providence 
wrought for me in a way that I never 


d 
0 43 
, | expected. When I was at Clare-hally _ } 


- Q 71 


£ 

LT 
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| | His heart relented. He began to think, 
it ſeems, within himſelf, We ſhall ruin 


fellow of that college; and we were 
both upon terms of intimacy with 
Mr. Pitt, the late lord Chatham, who 
| was at that time alſo at the univerſity. 


gan to preach the Goſpel, became my 


jjuſt about the time that I was ſent for 
by the biſhop. Of his own accord he 
Writes a letter to Mr. Pitt, ſaying 
nothing about my methodiſm, but to 


has got a living in Bedfordſhire, and, 
I am informed, he has a ſquire in his 


ble; has accuſed him to the biſhop of 
the dioceſe, and, it is faid, will 12 turn 
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This fellow of Clare-hall, when Ibe- 
enemy, and did me ſome injury in 
ſome eccleſiaſtical privileges, which 
beforetime I had enjoyed. At length, 
however, when he heard that I was 


likely to come into trouble, and to be 
turned out of my living at Everton, 


this poor fellow among us. This was 


this effect: Our old friend Berridge 
pariſh, that gives him a deal of trou- 


* 


MR. BERRIDGE. 17 
him out of his living: I wiſh you 
could contrive to put a ſtop to theſe - 
proceedings.“ Mr, Pitt was at that 
time a young man, and not chuſing 
to apply to the biſhop himſelf, ſpoke ©} 
to a certain nobleman, to whom the 
1 WW biſhop was indebted for his promo- 
tion. This nobleman within a few 
„ days made it his buſineſs to ſee the 
S WW biſhop, who was then in London. 
c Wl © My lord,” ſaid he, I am informed 
„you have a very honeſt fellow, one 
©, WM Berridge, in your dioceſe, and that 
n he has been ill-treated by a litigious 
is {quire who lives in his pariſh, He 
Ir WW has accuſed him, I am told, to your 
1e lordſhip, and wiſhes to turn him out 
ig of his living. You would oblige me, 
o my lord, if you would take no notice 
re of that ſquire, and not ſuffer the 
d, honeſt man to be interrupted in his 
is living.“ The biſhop was aſtoniſhed, 
u- © and could not imagine in what man- 
ner things could have thus got round 1 
It would not do, however, to object; 
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he was obliged to bow compliance, 
and ſo I continued ever after uninter- 
rupted in my ſphere of action 

Alter this intereſting narration was 
ended, which had alternately drawn 
ſmiles and tears from my friend and 
his companion, they requeſted him to 
pray with them one five minutes be- 
fore they departed: * No,” faid the 
good old man to my friend,. you 
ſhall pray with me.'—* Well, but 
if I begin, perhaps you will con- 
clude?” He conſented. After my 
friend had ended, he, without riſing 
from his knees, took up his petitions ; 
and with ſuch ſweet folemnity, ſuch 
holy familiarity with God, and fuch 
ardent love to Chriſt,” poured out his 


* The *ſquire having waited on the biſhop to 
know the reſult of the aeg had the mortifi- 
cation to learn, that his purpoſe was defeated. On 
his return home, his partiſans in this proſecution 
fled to know what was determined on, ſaying) 


Well, have you got the old devil out?“ He re- 


plicd, “ No, nor do I think the very devil himſelf 


gan get him out.“ 


MR. BERRIDGE. a4 
ſoul, that the like was ſeldom ſeen. 


They parted; and my friend declares, 
he thinks he ſhall never forget the fa- 


day. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following Letters, on the moſt 
important and intereſting truths 
of Chriſtianity, being written in a 
; Wiively and entertaining manner; and 
in a ſtyle peculiarly adapted to engage 
the attention, and promote ſerious 
chearfulneſs; are earneſtly recom- 
mended to the peruſal of 3oung Chriſ- 
tians in particular, who wiſh. to be 
ſerious but not /ad; lively, but not 
light and trifling ; religious, but not 
gloomy; and to walk chearfully in 
Wiſdom's ways“, affured that boy 
way are ways of pleaſantneſe, and 
all her Pal bs are peace. | 
G. W. 
John Street, 
March 18th, 1794. 


* Who has more cauſe to be Sold chan * = 
real Chriſtian ? who has the Almighty God for his 1 
father, 7e eſus Chriſt for his elder brother, the Holy: 184 
Spirit for his ſanctifier, and Heaven for his eternal I 


Religion's all; deſcending from the ſkies 
. Te wretched man, the Goddeſs in her left 
N Kalt out this world, A in her right the net. 
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RELIGION WITHOUT GLOOM, 


LETTER I. Ges 
TO THE REV, MR. 3. 


DEAR FRIEND, : : 
ITH a melancholy pleaſure, and 
at the ſame time ſelf-abaſement; 

[ heard your lectures on man's heart as 
allen by original apoſtacy, and the dread+ 
ul epidemical diſeaſe of fin, which has 
ſpread itſeif over the whole ſoul *. When 

ou diſſected and anatomiſed the heart of 

an as before and after converſion, yow 
ent into the private cloſet of my heart I, 
and the under-ground vaults, where you 
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+ As face anſwereth to face in a glaſs, ſo does 
he experience on eee RR — 
NN 5 os have 
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have dug v T” ſome of the bones of the ol 


man, that have long lain rotting there. 
Here is the general exchangefor cor 
ruption * ; here the world and the devi 
often meet together; here they corre 
ſpond, trade, and traffic; and Satan wel 
knows this is the beſt place for vending 
his contraband goods, having ſo man 
friends that court the keart, and reco 


mend his wares, viz. vain thoughts p 
worldly imaginations, evil and impui 11 
. ſenſations, earthly affeftions, inordinatify a 
defires, ambitions views, bigh-mindedueſ jp 
riches, and ſinful pleaſures; or Phaxiſaici '£ 
righteouſneſs, moral confidence, unſcripM |; 
tural. hopes, formal ſanctity, uncoue 4 
nanted mercy, &c. &c, © 1 
Satan takes a turn round theſe walks t 


and pays his compliments (if I may 
ſay) to the inmates of my foul, who art 
his good friends, every day, aye, ever} 
hour he tries all ways to find out the 
conſtitutional fin, or whar the Apoſtit 
_ calls, my moſt eaſy beſetting ſin T. He 
has (baits for all forrs of carruptiqns, and 
he endeavours to time his aſſaults. Some 
times he. bids good-morrow to one Tull o 


* Marks t. 1 Hebrews, ab . | 
le 2h Os | COrrup: 


„/ „ 4H ee ons 
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|, 
on enen Fan. to another, and 
e. | 

ſo makes his cruel viſits from one place 

* of the ſoul to another all day long, and | 
never bids good night; for even when ! 
* go to bed he lies down with me, and f. 
Y ſometimes 1n my: lleep he haunts and | 


awakes me. 

11 1 go into-my cloſet, in order to lock 
myſelf up from d buſy world, this im- 
pertinent intruder, the devil, will break 
in there too, without aſking me leave; 

and ſo in the family, and even in the 
ſanctuary, the houſe of God, I am dog- 
ged by this-roaring lion . Sometimes 
he ſnatches the preached word from me 
in a way of forgetfulneſs; ſometimes pre- 
ſents other objects to my view, and ſome- 
times would have me make an ill uſe of 
it, by miſapplying it. Sometimes I 
pray as if I was praying to a wooden 
god, without a proper ſenſe of his di- 
"Y vioity and omniſcience, and ſo only word 
ir with God. By the way, I would not 
e charge the pry with more than is his 
juſt due, for I know my own corrupt 
"NY heart ſometimes invites Satan to come 
Y ® 1 Peter, v. 8. Rem. yi. 2 eg 
24% = C. | | in, 
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. and bas often "entertained and bid I 


1 him welcome L“. th 


O how ought I ts be humbled, that an 


5 Live fo often fetched a chair for Satan in 


the tempter to ſit down in, while he has th 
_ entertained himſelf upon the luſts and at-. © 
fections of my ſoul; and has he not had © 
| the inſolence ſometimes to tempt me to 8 
| fin from the aboundings of grace? 0 
horrid injection! And ſometimes ſuch ot 
cogitations have worked upon the ima- e 
gination and the heart in and under ordi- 
nances. What power Satan's _ 
tions have had, and how often the ſeed 
of ſin have ſprung vp, and bloſſomed, and 
budded, and brought forth fruit, to my 
ſorrow as well as ſhame, I cannot expreſs; 
but F would open the matter with ſoul- 
- baſernent to the eye of Him that looks 
down. into my heart, and ſees all the 
workings of iniquity within m. 
Reſpecting what you are now upon, it 
is pleaſing to find experience'anfwery 
3 1 as face to face in a glaſs F. 


© 2 Alas! heath fan the beſt of hriſti 
| tempt the devil to tempt them 1 
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- LETTER 1. 07 
T hens is a e dee alliance ſormed by 
the empire of hell, the god of this world, 
and by unbelief, with all its train of ſins, 
in the heart of every natural man, and 
the unrenewed part in every true believ- 
er this is the threefold cord that is not 
| eaſily broken; this is the grand alliance, 
Sir; thus the caſe ſtands; and on theſe 
accounts my ſoul has often bled ; afraid 
of myſelf, afraid of the devil, afraid of 
every one, and ſometimes afraid even of 
my God *. I have ſometimes had hopes 
that grace had enthroned itſelf in my 


— 


ceſſation. from corruption; at leaſt,” in 


at an end almoſt, and I have often ſung 
a funeral ſong. of victory over (as I 
— ght) a dead corruption; but Satan 


n eee ' 5 e 3" 05 ow buy 


again, and * his fire-balls has ſet the 
whole city of my ſoul into a flame, and 
there has been a reſurrection of che r mon- 
ſter Sin again. þ 

O pity me, all you beet in hs 
7 field of Hamil |. that know the force of 


Lotti nf Jobs kw. 15, 6. 


oY 


* 


— and I have had, as it were, a 


has cakes. th all his forces, and fired 


i Wt tempt 


* i 
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ſome branches, the war has ſeemed to be | 


Is 1. . CHEARFUL PIETY. * 


1 temptation, and are haunted, as J am, I H 


ing accuſations againſt me; and if he 


5 what, for ſuch a nauſeous, defiled, ſtink- 


with theſe ghoſts continually. Fhe devil u 
ſometimes gets me down arid buffets me 
with the fin that moſt eaſily beſets me, 
and then turns accuſer, and brings rail- 


cannot keep me from” a throne of 
. he makes me go limping and 
alring there, afraid to open my 
mouth; and ſometimes I can only 
hold vp my hand at the Jar: and 157 
| uy + guilty! ! 
Aud now, Sir, let me alk you, is this 
bale in Gilead for an old ſtinking ſore, 
| as well as for a conſtant running one? a 
fare that I thought had been healed long 
ago, but breaks out again and again with 
its bloody iſſue. Is there a phyſician ? 


Ing, as well as weak and fGin-fick, ſoul 
as mine? I truly need a phyfician within 
as well as without; Chriſt and his blood 
and righteouſneſs to juſtify and acquit, 

and the bleſſed Spirit to fanRify and 
cure the inward diſeaſes of my ſoul; for 
| What would it avail a condemned male- 
87795 to be me me acquitted of 
TT. . N his 
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his crimes, if he had the jail diſtemper 

upon him, and was to die by it“? 
; Indeed God never juſtifies but he ſanc- 
Laufes. Election is God's mark to know 
his own children by. Calling and ſanc- 
*W tification are our marks +, by which we 
come to know that we ourſelves are his 
elected children, O then ſet forth the 
vork of the Spirit in a rebellious will, a 
/ 
3 


blind underſtanding, a hard heart, 4 

ſtupid conſcience, and vile affedionez 

renewing and ſanctifying all theſe powers, 
and ſo proving it to be truly the work of 
Cod and not of man, This Goſpel ſanc- 
a tification I need and earneſtly deſire; and 
8 if you could help me in the pm pro- 
? 


ſpect, of the 5 of Chriſt ſcannin the 
hidden parts of man, it would be doing 
a good piece of ſervice, not only to me, 
but perhaps to many others who may be 
in the ſame caſe. 


Dear Sir, may ou be helped to lay | 


The xcal Chriſlian deGres to be ha 3 
e er 8 
ps ht and Puni/bment;due to it. 

ET Er en 
love, grace, and Spirit, on the foul. . - © 
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30 CHEARFUL PIETY, 
open the inward powers of the foul and 
the deceitful arts of the body, for the 
alarming and rouſing the ſtupid and care- 
leſs, and for the ſearch and inquiry of 
every real Chriſtian, both with regard to 
the principle, growth, and activity of 
grace, or the decays and witherings of 

it; what intereſt God has in the heart, 
and how much fin and Satan have“; 
what advances heaven-ward, or what 
loitering, back-ſlidings, or falls, there 


are found too often in the way to glory . 


I am, Dear Friend, your's, &c. 


here is no heart ſo perfectly renewed by the 
grace of God, but has and will have, as long as it 


' . is on this fide the grave, more or leſs of inward 


corruption. This made the apoſtle Paul groan 
being burdened, and to cry . 0 wretched — 


that I am vho ſhall deliver me from the body of this 


dab? Romans, vii. 24. |; 1955 

+ Some Chriſtians find many more ſtumbling · 
blocks in their way than others; but all have their 
trials, temptations, and hindrances, of one kind or 
another, either from ſin, Satan, and the world, or 
| their own; deceitful hearts; which ſhould excite 


them conſtantly to watch and pray, that they may 
be enabled to preſs forward in ſpite of all oppoſition,” 
and at laft come off as more than conquerers through 


him that hath loved them 


= 
* 55 1. #* %. is * 
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LETTER II. 
ro THE REV. 1 SJ. 


DEAR FRIEND, WEE: 
I PERCEIVE, by ſome hints i in 10 Jak 
. | diſcourſe, the rough dravght of the 
f portrait of my ſoul has reached your 
hands; the lines perhaps were ſtrong in 

many parts, but yet imperfeck. This 1 
call its fellow; bur, alas! were I to write 
whole volumes upon the ſubject, they: 
would ſtill be but ſmall ſketches. 

To anatomiſe my own ſoul, and point 
out the irregular turnings and windings 
of a deceitful heart, is beyond my ſkill . 


powers of my ſoul; watching what will 
ſtart next, whether pride, eee co- 
vetouſneſs, worldly r and 
whatever ſing = are, he will be * 
" ſtrike in and fo low. How often has tbe 
y ſoul dong bend. th band with datan * | 
| b. 25 LD ul 12 Ynoiiisds g 40S 4 
the 
A1 22 might tv v 22 
2 Le , 


Satan is always beating and hunting the 


— 
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chaſe after carnal pleaſures, till it has 


been even tired, and then what fruit has 


it 8 roduced but ſorrow and ſhame? 
ut, 


Sir, in order to my decyphering 
the combined forces of ſin, hell, and the 


world, againſt me, you have juſt] op- 
poſed the threefold grand alliance that is 


for every believer, viz. Father, Son, and 


| Spirit.—Truez but the query ſtill re- 
mains, Can ſuch a one as you be in alli- 


ance with the King of Heaven, or bear 
the image and ſtamp of the Lord Jeſus ? 


| Whereisthe conſiſtency? I want to know 


the worſt of myſelf, I own a ſpark of 


real grace ſhall be kept alive; let the 


wind of temptation blow ever ſo high 


aud ſtrong, or the waves of remptation 


beat ever ſo hard; true grace ſhall be 


victorious—this is a matter of comfort, 


[| 


/ 


| 
. 


to find es ember . A, | load: 


of aſhes. - 


There may be, indied; wwe men in 


perſon, the old and the na” man 


mi be on one fide che image el the 
Ben, Rebellion, Slavery, Luſt, and 


N and on the other 1 ae; | "the E, 


P 1 Vito k3s 2 23. WILK * 


Ki mini 
E ſpirit s. So upon a medal chere 


e e ee 85 _ FD Ws 


had” at es at —-— * 
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6 F 8 a * un 3 * 


heart, N will be deſires 


eren e 4s 
figy of a good Prince, loyal Subjedts, 
Peace and Plenty, and the enemies” 
hearts trampled upon as conquered. 
This I think a lively repreſentation of 
the caſe, and it would be a happy turn, 
could I make it out ſo to my o ſoul. 
| want to ſee the divine image carved 
more legibly on my heart “. I am fureT 
lee the picture of the devil tron enough' 


there. I do not ſo much fear the allied | 


army of the prince of the world, and the 
world itſelf, under the command of its 
captain-general, the devil, as I fear the 
rebellion in my own bowels, the reſtleſs 
monſter Sin within me. Civil wars are 


the moſt ſhocking and the moſt fatal; 
beſides, . my ſoul is the ſcat of wars and + 


conflicts, and you know, Sir, what ha- 
vock is made uſually in ſuch places. 


| [know all the powers of the enemies 

(let the devil call them invincible if he 
will) cannot harm me, were it not for 
bred foes. It is the corruptions within 


me, not the contagion of commerce 


e me, _— I e or the n! I 


«implanted j te 


2 | Where 3 is wo 
135 increaſe. 
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i bellious regiment of banditti within my har 


ſoner, I know nat; but I can never 


. | CHBARFUL, PIETY, * 
armies around me; it is that unruly re. 


heart, my luſts, appetites, and paſſions, ! 
that I fear will deſtroy me * „It is I that Mery 
infect myſelf, and — it is my daily ha: 
Prapers. Lord, deliver me from myſelf. Wof 
his is always a part of my litany, and Min 
ſometimes the firſt voice of my retires tog 
cgjaculations, | to 
Indeed, Sir, this. is an ave Ws hr res lar 
bellion, to be in arms and in conjunction I pa 
Vith one's own inveterate foes, who are tin 
bat at my heart's; blood. What, Wby 

_ fightagainſt myſelf? Ves, ſo it is; fleſu Wiſe: 
agaipſt: ſpirit the unrenewed againſt the Ide 
— fin againſt grace. Indeed 1 
| have proclaimed; war in the name of the 
| Kingof Heaven, againſt the States:Ges 
neral of Hell (ſo far as it is in league 
| with Satan), and againſt the potentate of 
ſin; but to tell you the times, how often 
I have been foiled and beat, or raiſed the 
ſiege, or been wounded, or had à limb 
ot off, or been trepanned or taken pri- 


ſign a truce, and I am determined 


3 A Ohriſtian's work Enemies | ate thole of his 
_ own houſes * | 


. | 
LI 
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through grace, if 1 die, to die Ford in 
hand. 
11 mat own I bayt ſont: out: A 0 and | 


cry many times after the traitors, and 


have ſometimes hoped I had ſecured ſome 
of them. I have had them in priſon and 
in fetters, perhaps for weeks and months 
together, and they have been brought out 
to ſeveral courts of judicature, particu· 
larly the court of Cunſaience, but that is 
partial. There have been bribes at 
times, and not ſufficient chaſtifement; 
but at other times there have been 
ſevere rebukes, and Conſcience has con- 
demned the vaſſals to run the 
with Horror, Doubt, and Deſpa 


ir. The 
charges of the court of Conſcience have 
been read aloud; terrible peals have been 
rung, and the chains of hell have ten | 
in the ear. oh 
Though Corteiinres- Conſoience Fr 
given the verdict on the ſide of Grace, at 
other times there has been an arreſt. of 


through : ' he only that W * the end Lt 
_ — de x. 264. 
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gauntlet 


judgment, and acitation before the Lord 
d ». The Chritian life. is ». Were all the we 7 


2 Chief | 
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F Chief. Juſtice of. the King's Bench « 
Heaven; and though the wretch deſerv 
no hearing, as being out lawed, yet, tt 
dhe honour of the grace and mercy of th 
F Sovereign, the criminal is brought to the 
bar; and though there is no room to'ſa 
any thing. but Guilty ! yet every plea tha 
can be made in his favour is heard ®; ho- 
they were drawn in by ſome of the clan 
of hell perhaps forced, as it wert 
— the ſettled judgment of the ſoul # 
and perhaps, through weakneſs; and in 
.,frmity,. could not get out of the way 
or from ignorance'of the crime, or from 
extenuation of the guilt, or from being 
hurried away into the ſervice of the inva- 
der without ſo much as giving time for a 
cool thought. And ſometimes the poor 
ul has been like a galley-ſlave, wiſhing 
for deliverance from the bond of; corrup 
tion, and crying out of the load and fet- 
ters of fin, and ſaying with him of old, 
Bring my ſoul out 6 pr n, that 7 may 
1 e thy name f. 
he high court of judicature 8 
? | particularly the relenting groar z and the 
RS Sn Bal Tan: + Pfalmexlii, 3. 
Attorney 


as wi > Aw ax nm a ai wm ov a HQ © we ne 


— 11. 40 1 
ee of Heaven has com- 


ſtill upon the bar. But the dead warrant 
is come Jown from heaven for the exe- 


cution of Sin, and all the heads of the 


at clans of hell.  Mertify, therefore, your | if 
| fornica- " 


nen, G.“: fo if an eye or hand __ ÞV 


members which are on the earth, 


thee, cut it off. 


for the ſoul ; and the repenting rebel has 


ol the peace and court of grace, and the 


oll and has laid the ſacrificing knife to the 


dying heads when on the very block, and 
aſked for pity! and during the very ex- 


made me bleed and groan afreſh. 


8 Coloſſians, i ils 3. 
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* 
IT. 4 
4 . 
. 
0 * 


paſſion enough to put in a petirionary | | 
plea for the guilty wretch whoſe hand is 


A reprieve at laſt has been iſſued out | 4 
gone again in purſuit of thoſe invaders 1 


foul has laid hold of ſome of them, and 4 


cried out afreſh for juſtice and revenge 
r aff} againſt theſe traitors in his own breaſt, > 


throat of theſe brats of hell. But how 4 
often have they raiſed vp their ſeemingly 


ecution have done much miſchief,” and : 4 


I hope at times they ate crubllhing - 4 
but crucifixion is a lingefing death, and 


1 find NT have till life, n ith 5 4 


— 
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the help of Satan, their grand ally, they 
top often diſcover, and break. out again; 
and all 1 can do, is to cry out, Murder! 
Murder! to the Lord Jeſus“. 1 may 
truly call them murderers, for they ofte 
deſtroy my peace and comfort: I long to 
ihe them dead! dead! dead! I delire 
our prayers for the N ee bes 


"9 * ru 
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Ann having 22 ſo . 4 h 

to diſcloſe to you the ſecrets of b 
my n you will not Sb it ſtrange if It 
I ſubjoin. a third letter. There is one 
Point more unt deſerves anmbirerting 


N Happy 3 whas fie y ung in drive us 
. ds" hoes of to ſue for merey to 2 
and grace to help in every time of ne 

| Src tht prog e fl o'r be pet 
van, 


* . 


_"_— A * \ my, vv 


© 


REED tarren unn 


open, and that is, ſpeculative fins; which 
| believe are too often overtooked by 


many profeſſors, or at leaſt very ſuperfi- 


cially regarded, If it does not amount 
to an outward act, it is too often paſſed © 
over with ſilence; but truly I think there 
may be a committing adultery in the 
heart . 80 the ſtatute law of Heaven 
runs: It i is out of the heart proceeds all 


evilf; the ſeeds of it are ſown there, ard | 
it takes root and 770 ws, bloſſoms, buds, 
ru 


and brings forth fruit in the ſoul, and ** 
eye but Omniſcience ſees it. 


How often have ſpeculative evils bees. Ab | 
acted in the heart! The heart has been 


both the adulterer and adultreſs. Sin 
has been begotten, nurſed, and bred up, 
and acted its part upon the theatre of the 
heart. How apo 4 have ſinful N 


been repreſented to the fancy by ſpeculas - 4 
tion? Dol ſpeak the experience of other, | 


or only my own ? The heart can 2 
forth, dreſs up, and act the part of an 


thing; and ere has been not only an ! 
interview, but an intercourſe and oo... 


familiarity. - 5 


81 - * 1 
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There has been many a mortal bloy 
given by revenge in the heart. This is 
Speculative murder“; and there has been 
coveting a neighbour's eſtate, &c. and 
what is this but ſpeculative robbery ? S0 
ſpiritual pride ſhews itſelf in many 
branches. When I have been enlarged 
in prayer, how has pride and the devil 
clapped me on the back and ſaid, Well 
. - done! you have been very great-to=day 
Ho abominable is this, to attribute an 
= enlarged frame, in any reſpec, to ſelf! 
Ho often have I been pleaſed with 
„ flowery words and fluency in prayer 
more than ſpirityality! Again, how ofte 
= Hhaye worldly objects and creature-com 
S forty been ſet up in the heart; and have 
not the affections tov frequently bowed 
don to them? or when a near relation 
or a beloved praitling child it may be 
.. -  haye been called away by the ſuperio 
ner, how often has the heart whiſpered 
and the tongue been ready to blab out 
You have taken away my gods, and what 


— 
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God looks on our intentions in the ſame light 


w 3 
as ations, though we may not haye an opportumt 


| of putting them into practice. 
1 W e . 5 
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Arran ur. . 1 i 
ee: What is inis but ſpecula- 


tive idolatry ?- ld 
How have pride andcovetouſneſs worked | 
themſelves up ſometimes i into a coach and 
ſix; aye, into a palace“ Really, Sir, I # 
am'aſhamed of theſe inward maſquerades. 
The heart will turn into any ſhape. Well 
may it be ſaid to be deceitful above all | 
things, and deſperately wicked. This is 
ſtill a black picture; but in a diſtant 
proſpect. I Ginetiones hope at the cloſ- 


Jeſus will help me to lay hold of ever 
ſinful ſerpent that has long twiſted round F 
my ſoul, and keeps me company all my 
pilgrimage ; and enable me, by the hand 
of Faith, to hold them up f, crying out, 
Behold the heads of traitors, which ſhall 
never come to life again! Ohl what a 
joy ful ſhout ſhall I give when ! ſhall feel | 
theſe vermin drop off! 
At times I am ready to hope che 
gloomy territories of the * are almoſt. 


. 7 have, the more they: want.. =; 
3 * the Chriſtian is enabled to conquer - 


8 Romans, viii, 37. 


ing hour, when I ſhall exchange worlds, ; 


| . Pride mt covetouſieſs "HOG no boundsz, the). | 4 


and ſhall at death ceme off mare. than « 3 


1 
- 


„ * cnrarryt pity. | 
ready for me, that 1 may lay down thi 
body of fin upon the block for everlaſting 
execution. O! when ſhall. theſe clog 
and fetters be knocked off, and the dar- 
and gloomy walks of this vale of tear 
turned into bright and peaceful realms 
= .  DearSir, theſe have been black lette 
for your aſpiring ſoul to read; though! 
do not queſtion but you have found 
= ſomething of theſe combats yourſelf, an 
= therefore can pity and ſympathize with ſy 
poor, weak, wounded, ſhall I call myſel 
W - -rotber ſoldier. ' You have your enemies, 
I doubt not, and can trample upon them, 
= TI congratulate you on your victory 
(though not yet a complete ' conqueſt) 
FF . through the Captain of your ſalvation, f 
I would fain bear a part in ſhouting ſal - 
= vation and honour, glory and power, to | 

| 


= the conquering Saviour . He 'rode-tri- 
= -vumphantly to glory, after he had ob- 
& - tained a complete conqueſt over Sin, 
= Death, and Hell, and dragged the mon- 
ters at his Chariot wheels: He then gave 
Satan ſuch a blow that he has not reco- 
vered lince, nor never will,  _ 
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hi 7 EN hence I fetch all my hope. If wv 
inchever I am ſaved, it will be, I am well 
xFaffured, by mere grace and. almighty, all, 
{conquering power ®. Alas! what has. ⁶ 
arilſuch a depraved, polluted, and corrupted 
s Fniſcreant as I to reckon upon, why mercy _ 
en and grace ſhould be exerted in my ſalva»- 
| tion, but free, rich, ſovereign grace? 
nd This will be the topic of the eternal ſon = 
ad of redeemed ſouls. And what, O84 23 
iff fuch a poor, weak, weather-beaten, toſt, 
17 tempted, and almoſt ſhipwrecked veſſel 
as I, ſhould, at laſt, land ſafely on the 
n. ſhore of everlaſting reſt ? Sure you would 
rw ſtrike up a new ſong to ſee me harbour in 
Ii the heavenly port—if you are there be- 
nM fore me. And what, if ſuch a poor, 
1.8 weak ſtripling as. I ſhould come off a 
0 conquerer ; and more than ſo, over an 
. armada of enemies, from ſin, death, an 
„hell? And what, if you ſhould meet mne 

in the peaceful realms above, with my | 
.& robes waſhed in the blood of the pe of 
of and a palm of victory in my band? © 4 
4 Perhaps you may know me by mx 
ſcars; but even every, one of theſe, will 
* a ſet-off to the freeneſs, ſovereigaty, / 
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and ne of the love of God; 
the worth and efficacy of the dear Re. 
deemer's merits ; and the power and 
„ 1 of the almighty and ever 
| bleſſed Spirit. The burden of my ſong 
vill be, Grace! Grace J if ever I reach 
8 dhe heights of Zion. 

I bleſs the Lord, fince the firſt ey! 
Vrote to you, 1 have found ſome new re- 
N $ cruits from the inexhauſtible magazine; 
| the brave General has got the field, and 
4 is keeping off the enemy, and I cruſt has 
given a renewed blow to all the confede- 
fate troops that are in league againſt me ; 
and I firmly believe I ſhall be an oyer- 
comer through the blood of the Lamb, 
As T have experienced ſome ſpecial ad- 
vantage from the ſtudy of the old man 
and all his curſed artillery, with the 
powers of the infernal kingdom, and 
dis world, with all its bewitching ſweets, - 

I would earneſtly recommend ſoul · ſtud 
devil-ſtudy, and the e e 
ſtudy, to every chriſtian friend. Com- 
mune with your own heart daily +; be- 
ware of Satan's devices; and be ever on 
Bs watch, leſt you enter into e 8 

Epheſiane, i. 6. + Pfalm iv. 1 


ing, the fleſh is weak *. + 


But 1 it may be, dear Sir, while I have 
been giving you ſome of the living ſor- 
rows of my heart, I have ripped it open (in 
order to examine the entra ils of the ſoul). ' 
with more freedom than you have met 


with before; but either I have a worſe 
heart than any other, or there are many 
counterparts in the experience of others. 


Indeed, I ſometimes think I am by my-„- 
ſelf; and if ever I get to heaven, I hall 


be truly a wonder there ; I ſhall be as 
an eternal monument ſetup to the honour 
of divine grace, and the inſcription upon 


me will be this: A black helliſh brand 


plucked out of the burning, now made, 


through rich mercy, a pillar, to ſtand = 


for ever in the temple of God. 


Wiſhing you the proſperous gales of © 
the Divine Spirit, and all ſucceſs 1 in 8 AF 


lacred work, 
F 7 5 am, Poms Sir, . 
e and repeatedly, 


5 * en, 2 5 


. Maden, av. ey + Plat Ix 7 


þ * es x 


8 (LETTER: amen? + NE 
tion: For though the Dc may be will. * 
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LETTER IV. fact 

| A CONSOLATORY LETTER TO A CHRISTIAN i 1 
. "FRIEND UNDER SORE TROUBLE, 78 

| } | ; ; | . a 

DBAR Mh, ) We 
I HAVE been lately much hurried; or, 51 
According to your deſire, I ſhould 
bare wrote before; but however, agree. W _ 


able to my promiſe, I have endeavoured ! 
to ſend you a few lines, which I ſhall be WF? 
thankful and rejoice, if they are bleſſed 
of God to your ſupport and comfort un- 
der your preſent troubles. -_ LS: 


— 


I 1 defire to be ſenſible of my own un- 
Vorthineſs and unfitneſs for any thing of 
= "myſelf that is ſpiritually good; much 
= - more for ſo hard and difficult a tafk as 
the adminiſtering effectual conſolation to 

4 ſoul that groans under outward afflic- 
tions and outward troubles ;. that is toſſed 
upon the waves of Satan's temptations ' 
and worldly diſappointments. Indeed, 
| , this is the work of none other than the 
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command a calm into a tempeſtuous 
ſoul, and ſpeak peace, reſt, and ſatiſ- 
faction, in the greateſt multitude of per- 
plexities. VVT 
| However, | 1 defire moſt tenderly to 
ſympathize with you, remembering that 
I alſo am, in the body, ſubject to the | 
ſame adverſities and trials, and would 
help you all I can to bear your burden 
with faith, patience, and reſignation. * Þ} 
I grant then that your circumſtances 
are very 1ntricate and exerciſing z. but let 


Divine Spirit “; it is he alone that can 


me beg of you not to conſtrue your aflic=  } 


tions as the token of God's diſpleaſure, 


or a ſigu of your not belonging to him. v 


which he often aſſaults the afflicted Chriſ- 
ou may quench the fiery darts of Satan. 


unte , John, xiv. 26. | . B 0 Dee 4 


4 
- 
3 8 — 


That is an old temptation of Satan's, with 4 
tian; but take the ſhield of faith, that --© 


Alas! croſſes and afflitions are the 

ommon lot of the people, of God in 
his world. Our Lord has told us, wwe 
hall meet with tribulation; - Every ſaing | } 
Was his own particular difficulty, tempta-. . |} 


Iv WH. e cHBARFUL yiewy.” 
tion, and conflict to grapple with 
We have need to be emptied from veſſe 
co veſſel. We are too apt to ſettle © 
our lees; too apt to be taken with th 
| vanitics of this paſſing world. If we ; 
without afflictions, whereof. all are pa 
takers, then. are ve WES: and”, ne 
; WW: CIO PEST 


"= How many en ciel the wot p 
Rt of their ſtate and relation to God, fut. 
want of theſe exerciſes and trials! Whe f 
are the cauſe and matter, of your fea y 

and de ſpondency ? Go ſearch the record] x 

of ſacred Scripture, and ſce how it fare 
With ſaints. in all ages; what Jo 1 


- David. and Paul, yea, our bleſſed Lon 
himſelf, endured and paſſed through | 
this world, Should that be an argume 
againſt your intereſt in God, which is tt 
common portion of all believers here 
Me are now chaſtened, that nee 
we may not be condemned. 
_— No real Chriſtian is without a croſs of one Ki 
1 bea, * 8 or inward; well, ch 
3 may the ay, 
1 "2 Stall Sp os hedr his _ alone, 
the reſt go free? by 
43 there's a croſs for ev >. f 


- ow there” $A eral for 
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Ah happy afflictions ! that wean us 
from this wretched dying world; are a 
means to mortify our corruptions; teach 
us to live more conſtantly by faith on 
Jeſus Chriſt; and to fix all our hopes 
and expectations on another and better 
world !--and for that end, you ſhould be 

earneſt in your vreſtling with God in 
prayer, that your trials may be all ſanc- 
of tified unto you; that however, at pre- 


yet hereafter they may yield you the 
peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, ac- 


.Hebrews, xii. 11. 
Sanctified afflictions are a thouſantl 
times rather to be choſen than unſanRi- 


yea, are often the effects of God's ſpe- 
cial love “; he ſees we want them, and 
he knows that they will work for our 


| pleaſeſt with me, ſo I may but die to 


as I love, I rebuke and chaſlen. bet een ili. i. 
Hebrews xii. 6, 7, 8. | 


ſent, they are not joyous but grievous, Þ} 


cording to God's Os promiſe. 


fied proſperity; theſe may conſiſt with, 


a ' 


good,----D6 then, Lord, what thou | 


this world, overcome my corruptions, F 
live more upon Chriſt, bring more glorx 


oy It i is the declaration of God himſelf; As many 1 
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to his name, and have more comfortable 
taſtes and pledges of his Jove, and be 
often ſaying, The will of the Lord b 
done, 
He 1s infinitely wiſe, and knows what 
1 beſt for me; he is infinitely gracious, 
and will be tender of the weakeſt of his 
children; he is infinitely ſovereign, and 
may do what he pleaſes with his own; 
the heavieſt afflictions, on this fide hell, 
are leſs, far leſs, than mine inan 
have deſerved “. a 
O boundleſs grace! the chaſtening rode 
of a reconciled Father might have been 
the flaming ſword of an avenging Judge. 
1 might now have been weeping and 
' wailing with devils and damned {pirits 
in hell. I will bear the indignation of 
the Lord, becauſe I have ſinined againſt 
him. It is of his mercy alone that I am 
not conſumed; and, O my ſoul, it is but 
a little while, and there will be an eter- 
nal end of all thy ſorrows, feats, trials, 
and diſappointments; yet a little while, 
and He that ſhall] come, will come and 
will not tarry; that Heavenly Bride- 


RS... The awakened ſigner elleeme al he meets with, 
b ſhort of hell, mercy. bs 
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groom who has, by his Spirit, betrothed 
ee to himſelf, will, ere-long, invite 
hee into his eternal kingdom, where 
hou wilt forget the ſtorms and tempeſts, 
ouds and darkneſs, in thy paſſage 
through this wilderneſs world; and all 
hall be joy and peace, love and praiſe. 
No doubrs and fears ſhall ever aſſault 
thee in that happy ſtare ; but thou ſhalt 
dwell eternally under the immediate 
hinings of divine love, and ſhalt ſing 
mth the ſtrongeſt believers, yea the 
higheſt and moſt glorious archangel in 
heaven, the wondrous myſtery of re- 
deeming grace; and the comtorts and 
bleſſedneſs of that ſtate of reſt will be 
dre brightened, illuſtrated, and en- 
deared by all thy tears and ſighings here 
below*. The remembrance of the gall 
and wormwood of afflictions, will tend 
o ſweeten the taſte of weten 9455 | 
N 
pray that God may be wich you, 
ſupport _ comfort you with the di- 5 


The * obſtinate the EY the more makes 
nous the victory; the more dangerous the voyage, 
e more welcome the port; the es the we 
the brighter the crown. | 


Ik you have leſs of this world, may you 


Lord help thee willingly to ſubmit to 
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vine conſolations of his Holy Spirit, and 
eſtabliſh you in his own due time. He 
is a faithful God“; a God keeping cove- 
nant, and therefore will not lay upon you 
more than he will enable you to bear f. 


have more of his comfortable preſence, 
O bleſſed exchange! And if he ſeems to 
be hiding his reconciled countenance, 
and ſuffering Satan to buffet you, may 
you be ſupported with bis everlaſting 
arms, and have him to ſuſtain and uphoy 
you in every time of need, 
Should you want his comfortable pre 
ſence, if it be ever thus with you, remem- 
ber it was fo with your once dying, but 
now exalted Redeemerf ; and is the ſer- 
vant greater than his Lord? Shall we not 
Joyfully tread in his ſteps, that we may 
at laſt be where he is $? Can, or ought 
we to repine, if God deals with us as he 
did with his own well-beloved Son? The 


him; and doubt not, but at the a 
pointed time, when he ſees it will be fo 
your good, and his own glory, 3 


0. Deuteronomy, vü. 9. + 1 Corinthians, x. 14 
þ 1 Mark, xv. 317 $ Hebrews, x. 34. 
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Ul keavenly Father will find you out a way {| 


to eſcape; he is never at a loſs to bring 
"WW about. his gracious deſigns, when once 
his ſet time is come; and you ſhould 
N rejoice to think that he is carrying on 
ul the great work of your eternal ſalvation, 
MW amidit all your troubles and diſappoint- 
oo ments, and under all your outward and | 
difficult preſſures. | 
gap then with Job, Though he gay 
8 me, yet will I truſt in him“ ;---though I. 
oO am weak in grace, yet I will adore him 
bor the /inzlle hope ;---though I am ſur- 
cM rounded with terrors, I will bleſs him 
iat 1 am out of hell; he that has begun 
a good work in my ſoul, will ſee it per- 
fected}. Lord, I deſire to ſubmit unto 
thy will; do what thou wilt with me, ſo 
that I may but bring honour to thy name, 
and promote my own everlaſting wel- 

= 

May you find more of this faith and 
patience, hope and relignarion, growing 


* Job, Xill. I ; 

+ © Grace w complete what grace begins, 
To ſave from ſorrows and from ſins; | 
The work that wiſdom undert: | 

Eternal mercy ne'er forſakes,” _ Warpe. 
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and increaſing in you every day; and 
when once you are brought to this hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion, and reſigned temper; to 
this hoping, believing, waiting, and con- 
tented frame, you may he affured dehver- 
ance is at hand, even at the very door“. 
And now, O that you may be em- 
braced in the arms of everlaſting love, 
and enjoy the comforts of your pardoned 
ſtate! The Lord increaſe your faith 7; 
take from your burdens or add to your 
ſtrength; and let me beg of you, once 
more, dear ſiſter, not to ſuffer the diſ. 
appointments and croſſes of this world, 
however ſore and trying in themſelves, 
to drive from your mind the frequent 


and joyful forethought of what free, 


rich, and diſtinguiſhing grace has de- 
ſigned for you in' a bright and better 
world; and is fitting and preparing you 
for every day you live. bY 
Let not the hardſhips of your journey 
make you forget, but rather long for 
your home. O! think on that Heaven 
which neither ſin, nor death, nor hell, 
ſhall ever be able to deprive you of; in 
which you and I, through ſovereign grace, 
Luke, xiv; 11. + Luke, xvii. 5. 
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I eruft, ſhall ſpend the endleſs ages of a 
ERA. 5.5 
I remain, dear Madam, Yours, &c. 


07 . LEI TER Y. 
To THE COUNTESS OF Hm, 
n ' yr 
THURSDAY laſt 1 received a bill 
conveyed by Mr. , but preſented 
by your ladyſhip, which was immediately 
converted into cloth for. the uſe of lay. 
preachers, and for their donations. . 1 
ſend you my hearty thanks; the Lord 


has promiſed to return it an hundred- 


fold into your boſom, and I believe you 
caa trofthim, {bs 
I wiſh you had ſent along with it a few 
minutes of your life of faith, you might 
then have taught me whilſt you were 
clothing others; for, indeed, l am one 
of thoſe ſtrange folks who ſet up for jour- 
neymen without knowing their buſineſs, 
and offer many precious wares to ſale 


without underſtanding their full value. 


I have got a Maſter, too, a moſt extraor- 


dinary perſon, whom I am ſuppoled to 


be well acquainted with, becauſe he em- 
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ploys me as a riding pedlar, to ſerve near 
forty ſhops in the country, beſides my 
own Pparith ; yet I know much leſs of my 
Mafter than I do of his wares. . 
Often is my tongue deſcribing him as 
the faireſt of men, whilſt my heart is 
painting him as the witch of Endor; and 
many big words I have ſpoken of his 
Credit, yea, I am often beſeeching others 
to truſt him with their all—whilſt my 
own heart has been afraid to truſt him 
with a groat. Neither, Madam, is this 
all ; ſuch a profound ignoramus I am, 
that I know nothing of myſelf as | ought 
to know *. I have often miſtaken rank 


pride for deep humility, and workings 
| of ſelf-love for the love of Jeſus. 
When my Maſter firſt hired me into 
his ſervice, he kept a brave table, and 
was wondrous free of his liquor, ſcarce 
a meal paſſed without roaſt meat and cla- 
ret; then my heart ſaid, I love Jeſus, 
and was ready to boaſt of it too; bur at 
8 length he ordered his table to be ſpread 
with meat from above, and water out of 
© * Self-knowledge is only to be attained in the 
ſchool of Chriſt ; the more we know of him, the 
better we ſhall know ourſelves, | 


LETTER V. 57 
the rock . This, my ſaucy ſtomach 
could not brook, my heart thought it per- 
nicious fare, and my tongue ſaid it was 
light food. Now my love for Jeſus dif- 

4 ared, and I followed him only for 

» Slaves and fiſhes; and, like a true 

F — 20 loved his larder much e 
chan his perſon. 

8 Preſently my Maſter detected me in a 
Kb dirty trick, which diſcovered the 

\ WJ Þuge pride and amazing impudence of 
$ 

, 


my heart. Hitherto I had been a ſtranger 1 
to the livery my Maſter gives his fer- |} 
vants, only I knew he had many rart-. } 
ies, fuch as pearls and diamonds, and : 
plenty to diſpoſe of +. 1 
Accordingly I begged a bracelet of 
„him, a. necklace, car-rings, noſe- bob, 
and other pretty things, which he rea- 
| dily parted with, being of a moſt exceed 
ing generous nature; and will it not 
amaze you, to hear I had the vanity to | 
fix theſe odd ornamcnts about my old 
face, intending to make a 1 ſuit | 
to appear in at court? 
Woll, to be ſure, while I was thus 
buſy about mending my old rage, and 
bl x, Corinthians, x. 3» 4. f Revelations, wi. 18. 
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pens on my pearls, &c. in comes mi 
aſter, and gives me a ſudden grin, 
which went to the very heart of me, and 
ſaid, in an angry tone, * Varlet, follow 
me.“ [I aroſe and followed him trem- 
bling, whilſt he led me to the houſe of 
correction“, where he firſt ſet my feet in 
the ſtocks, and ſtripped me of my orna- 
ments; he then took his afflitive rods, 
and laid upon me very ſtoutly, till I cried 

for mercy; but he declared, he would 


not lay aſide the rod till he had ſcourged Wai 
every rag from my back , and, indeed, Wh: 
he was as good as his word, Nit 
Think, then, how amazed and con- Wh 
founded I muſt be, to ſtand naked before 
bim; and eſpecially when I ſaw myſelf WI 
a leper with an Ethiopian ſkin , which WW» 
fte rags had hitherto concealed from my Mg 
fight, 1 e e 


I kept on my legs, though over- 
whelmed with ſhame; till at length, be- 
ing almoſt choaked with the duſt and 
S ſtench that came out of my rags in beats 
ing, I fell down at my Maſter's feet. 
* Immediately the rod dropt from his 
inn 3 "a 8 
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hand“, his countenance ſoftened; and 
with a ſmall ſtill voice he bid me look 
up. I did; and then I got a firſt ſight of 
his robe, the garment of ſalvationf. _ 

Truly, Madam, it was a lovely ſight; 
a charming robe, reaching from the 
ſhoulder down to the feet, well adapted 
for covering and defence, yea, excellent 
for beauty and glory Þ.---** There, Pro- 


digal Jack (he ſaid), put this on thy 


back, and then thou mayeſt ſhame even 


an angel; it was wrought with my own 


hand, and dyed in my own blood ; wear 


it, and then embrace me.” I thanked 


him, and bowed .. 


But, Madam, I muſt tell you, though 5 4 


do not deſire you to be a confidant, 


when my Maſter opened his robe, he 
gave me a haſty glance of his perſon ; | 
it was divinely ſweet and glorious, and 


- a l 
* 5 
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withal ſo exceedingly humane, that I fel] 


in love; and now, would you think it of 
me, an old fool as J am, and ſwarthy as 
a negro, nothing would content me but 


: When the rod of affigtion has bad its proper 
md appointed effect, it will aſſuredly be removed 
| +.  ,* Timah, IL 38, | 


om the real Chriſtian, | 5 
| Exod, xxviii. 2. 40. 5 Solomon's Song, i. 5, 6 + 
8 8 8 1 Fe Aa wed 4 = 4 
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replies,“ When you can leave all ache 
3 boſom, he anſwered, . ** When I coull 
humbly lay at his feet * and then he hi 
= cellar and larder;.and to keep them ope 


into the book of Canticles; but am gol 
thing now but a cloſe communion wit 
the gear Redeemer. The world, 


but my. ſoul is ever panting after Him 


— . = 
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A wedding e; nay, T have often propofl 0 
the match to my Maſter, who ſometit 


I'will take you.“ The other day, having 
aſked him when he would take me to his 


alſo graciouſly promiſed to ſet open hi 


for me +; 


I am now removed out of the book d 
Proverbs, which I have long ſtudied; 


no further than the firſt chapter, 
the ſecond :, Let him kiſs me with 
kiſſes of his mouth.” I ſeem to want ng 


times, ſtrives to divert my attentic 


from the chict object of my affections 


7 my heart and fleſh cry out for.thehy 
ngGod . Come. Lord Jeſus, come quick! 
Tune Lord ſtgengthen your union an 


communion. vihy Prince of FAA 
en. 8 5 


„ 
- Jerem. iii. al 27 1h Idexiii, 164 Ma 


